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SUBJECT: BELGIANS POSTPONE INDEFINITELY SENDING MEDICAL 
TEAM TO SUPPORT FRENCH INTERVENTION IN RWANDA 
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REF: A) BRUSSELS 7315/ B) STATE 177616 

1. C - CLASSIFICATIONS AS MARKED 

2. (U) BELGIAN RADIO MORNING JULY 5 CARRIED THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT HAD POSTPONED 
INDEFINITELY THE DISPATCH OF A MEDICAL TEAM (SEE REF A) TO 
SUPPORT THE FRENCH INTERVENTION FORCE. THE REASON GIVEN 
FOR THE INDEFINITE POSTPONEMENT WAS THE INABILITY OF THE 
FRENCH TO GIVE ABSOLUTE ASSURANCES OF THE SAFETY OF THE 
MEDICAL TEAM. BELGIAN MEDIA SPECULATED THAT THE BELGIAN- 
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DECISION TO POSTPONE ANY INVOLVEMENT IN THE FRENCH ACTION 
MIGHT A1SO BE LINKED TO THE CHANGE IN THE FRENCH STANCE ON 
AVOIDING DIRECT ENCOUNTERS WITH THE RPF. BELGIAN 
EDITORIAL COMMENT HAS BEEN OVERWHELMINGLY AGAINST SENDING 
BELGIANS BACK TO RWANDA AS PART OF THE FRENCH INTERVENTION 
FORCE . 

3. (C) EARLY AFTERNOON JULY 5 POLCOUNS SPOKE TO MFA 
CHEF DE CABINET LODE WILLEMS TO CONVEY POINTS IN REF B. 
WILLEMS SAID HE VERY MUCH LIKED THE IDEA OF ADOPTING OR AT 
LEAST PROVIDING SOME HELP TO AN AFRICAN TROOP CONTINGENT 
FOR UN AMIR. HE HAS THE LIST OF MATERIEL THE ZAMBIANS NEED 
AND WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION ERIK DERYCKE TO SEE WHAT BELGIUM 
MIGHT BE ABLE TO CONTRIBUTE. AT THE SAME TIME, HE 
REPEATED THAT BELGIUM HAD ALREADY LEFT A GREAT DEAL OF 
MATERIEL FOR UNAMIR IN RWANDA, HAD BORNE THE HEAVY COSTS 
OF THE EVACUATION, AND MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO DO MUCH MORE. 
WILLEMS SAID HE HAD ALREADY TALKED TO THE DUTCH TO SEE IF 
THEY MIGHT BE ABLE TO HELP IN THIS REGARD. 
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4. (C) IN RESPONSE TO POLCOUNS ' QUERY ABOUT THE 

BELGIAN MEDICAL UNIT THAT HAD BEEN SLATED TO JOIN THE 
FRENCH INTERVENTION FORCE, WILLEMS SAID THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS HAD MADE SAFETY OF THE BELGIAN TEAM A 
CONDITION. THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS IN ITS FRIDAY MEETING 
HAD DECIDED BELGIUM SHOULD NOT/NOT SEND A TEAM IF THE 
FRENCH CAME INTO REAL CONFLICT WITH THE RPF, AND THE" 
SITUATION IN THIS REGARD WAS NOT YET CLEAR. IN ADDITION, 
THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAD SENT A DIPLOMAT TO GISENYI TO 
CHECK OUT WITH THE "SO-CALLED" GOVERNMENT THERE BELGIAN 
PARTICIPATION IN THE FRENCH INTERVENTION FORCE. THE 
RWANDAN "GOVERNMENT" IN GISENYI HAD TOLD THE FRENCH THAT 
THEY WOULD NOT AGREE TO A BELGIAN PRESENCE. WILLEMS 
THOUGHT NO BELGIAN UNIT WAS LIKELY TO BE SENT WHILE THESE 
CIRCUMSTANCES PREVAILED. FINALLY, WILLEMS POINTED TO THE 
OVERWHELMINGLY NEGATIVE OPINION IN THE PRESS ABOUT A 
BELGIAN PRESENCE WITH THE FRENCH FORCE AND TO QUESTIONS IN 
THE BELGIAN PARLIAMENT ABOUT BELGIAN PARTICIPATION AS 
FACTORS THAT HAD TO BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION. 

4 . BUJUMBURA MINIMIZE CONSIDERED . 
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